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2 Cor. vil. 12. 


For if there be firſt a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to that a man bath, 
and not according to that he hath not. 


&&F (+. & HE Occaſion of theſe Words 
(Ez was this. The Chriſtians of 
T7 Judza were ar this time in 

great Want , by reaſon of a 

a general Dearth, which was 
SIR forctold by Agabus at Antioch, 

CNS Fs 11.28. And there ſtood up 
one of them named Agabus , and ſwnified by the 
ſpirit, That there ſhould be great dearth throughout 

| all the world, which came to paſs in the days of Clau- 

' dius Ceſar. Upon this Notice, the Diſciples, every 

' man according to his ability, determined to ſend relief 
' tanto the Brethrem which dwelt m Judaa. 

- This is that Contribution for the Saints which 

; St. Paul directs them abour, at the Concluſion of 
\ his firſt Epiſtle to them, Ch. 16. and this is what 
| he inculcates on them in this and the following 
B Chapter, 
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Chapter, but with ſo much Art and Inſfinu- 
ation, thar though he uſes the moſt powerful 
Arguments , yet he would not ſeem to per- 
ſuade, nor to think that*they needed any Per- 
ſuaſion; for it is not Honourable for Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe Religion is Charity, to need ſuch 
Perſuaſions and Imporcunities They may be 
directed in their Charity, and put in Mind 
of ſuch particular Charities, as are of the 
greateſt Neceſſity, or the moſt preſent uſe , 
or have the moſt general Influence, or do the 


| greateſt Reputation and Service to Religion , 
or their Charity may be heightened , inflamed, . 


and enlarged, by the Proper Arguments and 
Motives of Liberality; . but their Religion teaches 
them to be Charitable, and the Name and Pro- 
feſſion of a Chriſtian is a Reproach to them 
without it: And this is all the Apoſtle aims 
at even /in his. ſoft and tender way of Perſua- 
fion ; not merely to perſuade them to contribute 
to the Neceſſities of the Saints, which he knew + 
they were willing to do; bur that they ſhould 
contribute liberally, with a free and chearful 
Heart, and open Hand 5 which is the ſum of all 
his Arguments, as I ſhall ſhew you im the Con- 
cluſion, if Time permit. 


But 
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But the great Difficulty concerns the pro- 
per Meaſures of a liberal and overflowing 
Charity. Our Saviour has preſcribed no er 
Bounds and Proportions to our Charity ; and 
it is thought as poſſible tro be imprudent and © 
exceſſive, as too frugal and ſparing: We 
have many other Obligations upon us beſides 
CHARITY; to provide for our own com- 
fortable Subſiſtence, to take Care of our Wives 
and Children, and to diſcharge all other Du- 
ties and Offices according to our Station and 


. Character in the World: All which ought to 


ſet Bounds ro our Charity. But what theſe 
Bounds are, is thought the great Queſtion , 
which is not eaſily anſwered: This is true ; 
nor can any certain Meaſures be preſcri- 
bed; nor does the Apoſtle pretend to it : 
Burt though there is a great Latitude in true 
Chriſtian Charity, which does not conſiſt in 


- a Point, but admits of different Degrees and 


Proportions ; yet the Apoſtle, in my Text, di- 
recs us to fuch a Principle, as is much bet- 
ter and ſafer than any ſtated Rules, becauſe it 
will be ſure never to fink :below the juſt Pro- 
portions of Charity; and will render all we 
do, be it more or leſs, very acceptable to 

DS 2 God. 
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God. For if there be firſt a willing mind, it is 
accepted according to that a man hath, and not ac- 
cording to that he bath not. b./ 


In which Words, I ſhall obſerve Three 
Things, which are expreſſed, or neccſlarily im- 
plied in them. Firſt, That a great Readineſs 
and Forwardneſs of Mind, to do Good, is the 
true Spirit of Charity; which gives Value and 
Acceptation to all we do. Secondly, "That this 
Readineſs of Mind to do Good, to Relieve the 
Neceſlities of thoſe who want, will obſerve the 
juſt Proportions of Giving, will give according to 
what a man hath : as is neceſ{arily implied in the 
Words; for if a willing Mind be accepted, ac- 
cording to what a man hath, it is, becaule ir gives 
according to what a man hath. Thirdy, Thar 
where there is this Willing Mind, with a fitting 
Proportion according to our Abilities, whether it 
be more. or. leſs, which we give, it is equally ac- 
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Ng 


ceptable to God, Such a Man # accepted accord- 


ing to what he hath, not according to: what he hath 
not.. I ſhall ſpeak as briefly as I can to each of 
theſe, that I may not be prevented in ſuch an. Ap- 
plication, as is proper to. this Solemnity.. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, That a great Readineſs and Forwardneſs 
of Mind ( for ſo =egfuwz lignifags ) toido Good, 


> to relieve the Neceſlities of thoſe\in Want, 1s the 


Tt Wa — Ty Wo” Þ &) 


true Spirit -of Charity, and gives| Value and Ac- 
ceptation to all we do. Such a Willingneſs of 
Mind, when =gpxumz, it 1s the Principle and. firſt 
Mover in all our Charitable Actions, is Vrezodil a. 
very acceptable to God. mW 


This, I think, F may take for granted ;. for 
what is the Grace and Vertue.of - Charity, but a 
Charitabie Inclination , - Diſpoſition ,; Temper , 
Habit of Mind 2 And what 1s this but a Readi- 
nels *and Forwardneſs to do Good? Our Incli- 
nations and Paſſions are the Principles of Aion, 
and therefore have a natural Tendency towards 
their proper Acts and Obje&ts, and - will -a&t 
when they have the Power and Opportunity of 


Action: Charity is Love, the Love of Pity and 


Compaſſion to -the Miſeries and Sufferings , 
and Wants of our Brethren ; and Love in all 
other Inſtances is a very reſtleſs a&tive Princi- 
ple; and ſo will our Love to the Poor and Mi- 


ſerable be, if ir be Inclination and Habir. 


"There 


<———— 


© — "IE 


7 Ti Vane ad Muſee of | 


There is no man but will pretend to be very 


ready and willing ro do Good, though he never 


doesany : For to have no Inclination to do Good, 
is ſo Infamous, that thoſe who do no good, are 
aſhamed to own it; but ro do no good, is a 
Plain Evidence againit them , when nothing can 
hinder them from doing Good, but the want of 
Will and Inclination to do it ; when God has fur- 
niſhed them with the means of doing Good, and 
there are thouſands of Objects to exerciſe their 
Charity, and to move their Piry, it they had any, 
The Will is accepted for the Deed, both by God 
and Men,” when it is not in our Power to do that 
Good which we fincerely deſire to do, and which 
we would certainly do, were it in our Power ; 
bur it is to mock both God and Men, to pretend 
a Willingneſs, when it is viſible to all the 
World, That a Will to do Good is the only 
thing we want. But ſuch a Readineſs and Wil- 
lingnels of Mind as is Active and Vigorous , 
as contrives and lays Deſigns of Charity , or 


embraces ſuch as are offered, and takes all 


wiſe Opportunities of doing Good, this is ve- 
ry acceptable to God, as being the moſt Di- 


vine and God-like Temper, the Image of 


this own Goodneſs , and the nobleſt Exercife of 


our 
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' our Love to Men, infpired with che Love of 


God. Now im Moral Actions it is the Prin- 
ciple that gives the Value ; not ſo much the 
Gift, as the Mind of the Giver; and therefore 
St. Paul tells us, That though we give all our goods 
to feed the poor, and have not charity, we are nothing. 
1 Cor. 13. z God can feed the poor without us, if 
he ſo pleaſes ; bur as for ſeveral other wiſe ends 
of Providence , fo he has ordered, Fhat the poor 
ſhall be always with us for the trial and exerciſe of 
our Virtue, but the Virtue is not the Gift, but the 
Charity. And could we perform all the Acts of 
Charity without a charitable Mind, the World 
might be better for it, but not we our ſelves. 


2dly. This readineſs and forwardnels of Mind 
to do good will obſerve the juſt proportions of 
Charity, will give according to what a man hath. TI 
obſerved before, Thar our Saviour in his Goſpel 
hath preſcribed no fixt Meaſures nor Proportions 
of Charity : Nor could he reaſonably do. this, 
conſidering the nature of Charity ; which though: 


' it be not fo abſolmely free, char we may chuſe 


whether we will be _—_— or no (for charitable 
we muſt be at the peril of. our Souls); yer the pro- 
portions muſt be free, or it is not Charity, but a 


| Poors rate, as all the poſitive Laws , which God 


gave 


oO 


was bd TE 
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gave the'Jews, for the relief of the Poor, were no 
better ;- and therefore , by the wiſer Jews, were} 
never /placed to the account .of Charity, but of } 
Juſtice, and a Legal Righteouſneſs : Which is } 
che very diſtinction St. Paul makes between a } 
righteous and a good man, Rom. 5. 7. But ſcarcely I 
for a righteous man will one die, yet peradventure for ? 
a good man one would even dare to die. A Righteous } 
man is one.,,,who is legally Righteous, and ob- } 
ſerves what the Law requires; but a Good: man ? 
is one who is acted by a free, unconfined and 3 
generous Goodnels. 


4 


Now . upon this pretence, That there is no Þ 
proportion aſſigned to Charity , there are too L. 
many,' who content. themſelves with very little, f 
indeed with nothing which can properly be}, 
called Charity. But I wonder . in the mean. time 3 
what theſe men make of all thoſe Command: ? 
and  Exhortations which -we find in the Goſpel 3 
ro Charity, which are ſo many , ſo preſſing and }. 
importunate, and bound on us by ſo many prc- ! 
miles of, preſent and future Rewards , and witi: 1 
ſo many, terrible Threatnings denounced againi: 4 
the uncharitable , that ſurely they muſt mean ;. 
ſomething ; and. as willing as men are in thei: 4. 
Caſes, to pretend Ignorance , I believe there ar: * 


few } 


3 
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_J The Nature and Meaſure of Charity. 
Few-men living, but know in ſome meaſure whar 
Charity means: And though they may diſpute 
how much they ought to give, yer certainly 
know, that they ought to give; and that to give 
Nothing, or what 1s next to nothing , all Cir- 
Eumſtances conſidered, is not Charicy. 

7 A Charitable Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind 
js an indiſpenſible Duty, and the moſt Efſen- 
tial Part of the Chriſtian Religion. This our Sa- 
Fiour commands; and he need -command no 
mnore, for Charity is and will be a Rule and Mea- 
Jure to ic ſelf. Where this Divine Principle is, 
it will teach us when, and how, and in what 
Hey roportion :to give: The Sun needs no Rules 


_ pad Directions how to communicate its Light 


tle, 2nd Heat. Nature is the ſureſt and moſt infalli- 


be 


Þle Rule, and Law to it ſelf; -and thus it is pro- 


INC portionably in Moral as well as in Natural Agents. 


nds 3 


NC For what is the immediate effe&t of Nature and 
ſpcl Life , can never be taught withour its Principle ; 
ans Cannot exceed its Principle, and cannot fall below 
TC" gr. -All-the Rules in the World can never teach 
IU) that man Charity, who wants the Principle; a 
In. Pharicable Mind needs no Rules, but turns natu- 
cal zally on its own Byasz which will dire&t its Mo- 


'* Tions right. 
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rural and Moral Agents. Natural Agents are ne- | 
ceſlarily determined to ſome one End, and there- : 
fore have. but one Principle, which uniformly and 2 'L 
Reddily purſues the Ends of Nature ; but Mo-# « 
ral Agents, as they act freely, ſo they have many # { 
different Principles, Inclinations, and Paſſions, | 
which ſtint and limic each other; thac none of 
them can a& to their utmoſt Vi our , but as. . 
they are mutually ſms and ba lanked : And © 
this is the Work Reaſon and Religion , to 3h 
ut them into their Natural Order , ind co {tl 
Fir juit Bounds to them ; and chac proporti- 1 ;t] 
ons the degrees of their Activity and Strength; In 
but yer every Principle, unleſs violently © op- {N 
preſled , will a&t according ro its Nature , as ai 
tt more or leſs prevails. And this gives Mea- w 
ſures and Proportions co all our Actions; as ro Ic 
ſhew you this in our preſent Caſe. 

Charity is that Love to Mankind which t 
makes us pity all their Wants and Sufferings , 4 
- and inſpires us with a great Zeal and Con- Is 
cernment to Help and Relieve them. If you iT 
enquire, What the Natural Meaſure of this Cha-! 
rity is ? 1 know no other Natual Meaſure, but Y 
its Natural End, that is, To relieve all that fuf. th 
fer and are in want; for that is what Cha-? 
rity | 


3 ) 
There 1s a great difference indeed between Na _ | 
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| riy would do, and what all Charitable Men 
J 7 heartily wiſh that they could do. Well! bur 
e- | this is impoſſible, for there are roo man 
r= : miſerable People for any man to Relieve them 
2 all. This is true, and Want of Power muſt 
2 of Neceſlity et Bounds to our Charity ; bur 
a ? ſince we cannot Relieve all, we muſt relieve 
* ſuch as we can; and wiſely conſider where 
of! | the greateſt Neceſſities, and greateſt Obli- 
| gations are: Which will give the Preference 
be 'to Chriſtians before Infidels; to Good Men 
to i before the Wicked; to God's Poor, whom 
-o 1the Divine Providence has made Poor oo 
-ti- the Poor of their own Making, whom [dle- 
h; Inels, Luxury, and Vice have made Poor and 
p- {Miſerable. Well! Bur how far muſt we Re- 
25 Aieve theſe Poor ? Muſt we give as long as 
ea- Ive have any thing to give, and make our 
to —_ the Objects of Charity ? By no means ! 
here are other as Natural Principles as Chari- 
ich & > which 'muſt ſet Bounds to it. Self-Love 
;, 45 a Narural and Neceſlary Principle; no man 
te "3s bound to love any man better than himſelf: 
'To love our Neighbour as our ſelves, is all 
that the Goſpel it tas makes our neceſſary Du- 
"UE Iy ; though ſome Great and Generous Friend- 
Thips, and Divine Charities, may go further , 
C 2 as 
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as far as concerns this Life. Next to Self-Love, ; 
our Natural Aﬀection for our Wives and Chil-® 
dren muſt take .place,. as ingrafted in. it, and 


thought the Belt and the Deareſt Parr of it , as be-' 
ing neareſt. to. our ſelves, and what the beſt men 


are the. moſt. renderly concerned for. And thi , 


is the chief thing, which among men of. any 
Principles, diſputes . the Bounds of Charity : For 
as for thoſe ſtupid Brutes, who love Money on-. 
ly. to look on., or to count. their Bags..and 
Securities , , without ſuffering . themſelves, or any. 
Body. elſe, to uſe it, they are not fit to be. 
named.: For I.can hardly reckon them among 
reaſonable Creatures. But men's Care of themſelves, 
and of their Wives and Children (not to deſcend. 
at preſent to. other Relations , which may -come. 
within the compaſs of Charity, though of.a near-. 
er and more ſacred Obligation) 'is thought a. very! 
Prudent and Reaſonable Conſideration in thi? 
Caſe, and indeed is ſo ; for there is a great deal of 
Truth and Reaſon in that common Saying .. 
rightly underſtood, That Charity begins at. Hom 

The great Controverly then is. between ou 
Love to our, Selves,, our Wives and Children: 
and Charity. to the Poor.. Now there is no Dil 
pure; bur the firſt muſt have the Preference ; bui 


> 
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yet Charity to the Poor. muſt have. its Place alſo; 
| Ang 
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And:then:the only Queſtion IS; In what Propor- 
tion this muſt be ?.. And that is'a very hard Que- 


ſtion, if you-pur it in Arichmetick., for I 'can 


name no Proportion; nor nas our Saviour thought 
fit to name. any : Bur, as I'obferved to you be- 
fore, "True Charity will aſfign'a juſt Proportion to 


it. ſelf :- For a true Charitable Mind will ſpare 


what it reafonably:can, and never below the Pro- 
portion of Charity; and-will ſpare more or lels; 
according -to- the Degrees of- irs Charity, I muſt 
be forced to- repreſent this in- ſhort to- you,” rhar-I 
may. not- be tedious. 

That Love we have for our ſelves, and for our 
Natural Dependents, will generally ſecure us againſt 
exceeding-the Proportions of Charity, that there is 
ſeldom any. Danger on thar ſide. On the other hand, 
if we have a true Charitable Mind , and a ſincere 
Compaſſion for the Sufferings of others, we ſhall 
certainly do what we our ſelves, conſidering our 
Circumſtances,, and what all Charitable men 
who know our Circumſtances, - will call Charity. 
But then, the more Intenſe: and Fervent our Cha- 
rity:is, this will ſtill increaſe. the Proportion, and 
ſometimes to ſuch Heights ,. as. can hardly eſcape 
the Cenſure of Aﬀectation and Folly: And were 
ir not for the Interpoſition of the Divine. Provi- 
dence, might ſometimes prove very fatal to them- 

| {elves 
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{elves and their Families. As to give you the Ac- 
count of this in ſhort ; 'There are Two thingsab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to diſpoſe men to Give Liberal- | 


ly: A juſt Senſe of the Mileries of others; and 
a true Judgment of 'our own Abilities. 
As for the Firſt : mii 6 
A Charitable Mind is very eaſy toreceive:theim- 
reſfiong of Charity; and the more charitably ir is 
diſpoſed, ill the more caly. Every pitiable Obje&t 
moves and affects ſuch men, and they arenomore 
able to reſiſt the Silent Oratory of meager /Looks, 
naked Backs, and hungry Bellies ( werethey: nor 
ſometimes harden'd by Cheats and Vagabonds) 
than to deny themſelves what is neceflary to Lite : 
Much lels can they deny any known and unquelti- 
oned Charity ; for {ince Charitable they are, and 
Acts of Charity they will do, they are very glad 
to know how to diſpoſe of their Charity, to do 
char Good which they intend by it. A Soft and 
tender Mind, which feels the Sufferings of others, 
and ſuffers with them, is the true Temper and 
Spirit of Charity ; and Nature prompts us to eaſe 


- thoſe Sufferings, which we feel: This makes us 1o 


ready to ſupply our own Wants, becauſe we have 
a quick and ſmart Senſe of them ; and the Chri- 
ſtian Sympathy and fellow-feeling of Charity, will 


proportionably incline us to relieve our ſuffering 


Bre- 
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Brethren, when we feel in our ſelves whatit is they 


"tnffer. n inward Principle is more powerful chan 


all external] Arguments; and Senſe and Feeling is 
this Principle ; and Charity is this Senſe. | 
Thus, as for Proportions, a Charitable Mind 
ſets no other Bounds ro its Charity, but only Abi- 
lity ; that the,only Queſtion is, Whetherwwe can- 
ſpare any thing from our ſelves and Families? and 
what we can ſpare ? Now when Charity is the 
Judge of this, it is alwaysa favourable Judge on the 
fideof the Poor and Miſerable, and alwaysthe more 
favourable Judge, the greater the Charity is: Ir 
will teach us to think, That we want leſs; and 
conſequently can ſpare more , when we conſider 
how much others want: At leaſt it will teach us 
to abate of what we do not want; of all Idle and 
Superfluous Expences; of all needleſs Pomp and 
Ceremony, which is more than our Station and 
Character requires; and it is incredible to think 
what an inexhauſted Fund this would be for Cha- 
rity : Did we truly eſtimate our ownWants, reti- 
fe our Expences, and fer juſt Bounds to our Deſires, 
many of us would ſoon find, that we have a great 
deal to ſpare: And'nothing will ſo effectually do 
this, as Charity ; and therefore Charity 1s the beſt 
Rule and Meaſure to it ſelf. So that there is no 


great occaſion to diſpute Proportions ; let us learn 
ro 
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to be Charitable, and- Charity will teach us whar 
tro give. Every man can tell when another is 
Charitable; and a Charitable man man can tell 
when he himſelf is fo? and as out Charity increaſes, 
ſo we ſhall abound in the Fruits of -Charity; for # 
the more we love, the more liberally we . ſhall 
o1VE. cn Rh ta” 
[This is not to leave what we will give to Cha- 
ritable Uſes, ro our own free Choice, as a Trial of 
our Ingenuity, -as ſome repreſent-it: For had this: 
been the Cale, there ſhould have- been ſome Pro- 
portion fixt, leſs than which we ſhould not give, # 
though we might give'as much "more .as we | 
pleaſed ; -for+ otherwiſe nothing -is matter of | 
Rrict. Duty ,- but all is left co Ingenuity; which ® 
is-lo far from being true, that there is not a} 
more neceſſary Duty in all Religion than Cha- | 
rity; and even the greateſt Degrees and Heights | 
of Charity , are-all Duty: For we are com- | 
manded to be- Charitable, and to aim at the # 
higheſt Degrees of Charity; and the Propor- | 
tion of giving is referred to the . Principle,. and # 
included in the Degrees . of : Charity;. ſuch a # 
Proportion as ſuch a Degree of Charity will # 
give, is as-much a ſtrict Daty . as ſuch a De- # 
 gree. of - Charity 1s. 
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The very, nature of Charity. proves that thus ic 
3 IS, .and. that Ar cant be otherwi 008 ' For meerly £0) 
3 give,, or.not to pgive;,.tq give more, or leſs, is no 
4 certain. proof of a charitable, or uncharicable Man; 


I ble, ,unlefs. we. give from. a. principle. of . Charizy, 
111 3} andzour Charity be as, great as our Gift. SO that 
| # had God preſcribed how. much ,,every Man, muſt 
give, tothe, Pdor, they might have obſerved this 
proportion of. Giving . without any 'Charity, and 
then lych: Gitzs CON thele. had,, been, ,no; afts;'of 
Charity,;whea the Gift, and;zhe Charity, Was./parted:; 
Bur a,charjeable; Man will. give, and will-give:in 
proportion..to the degrees of his Charity, and there- 
tore Charity ;; and che engreale; of Charicy: is the 
only. propes.glject of, Gopamand zi for he will give 
liberally, ,who,Joves warh;! 4nd. b&:proportion.ah 
giving. .is commanded. in the degrees-of Chatiry; 
which aloge can. preſcribe, .and. will gbſerve, a, jult 
Propornon. };c:- 591 03 big 21dg;T chro. lt 5:13 26 
| Jeq,po-man thenJaquire, baw:amueh; he muſt 
giver the propes inquiry1is, how-much.he muſt 
loye. ;Ler.noaman. latisfic himſelf with ſome. ſmall 
rrifling pretents, hich bear;na proportion;cowhae 
he 23%; PPRR; Pcdenge thas God. has preſcribed: no 
proportion, of jgiving 5-1, Þut! let; -himsjask thimſelf; 
Whether, an his ,own, Copſcience, what he gives, 
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how, liberally ſoever we.givey we are not charita- - 
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as 1g -— 


bears any proportion to that' love and chariry to Þ 


the/poor and miſerable, which God requires : and 
let him 'rertiember; that though God his nor fixt 
the —_ of pivitig, he -requires great 'de- 
grees of Charity; and though Men may give li- 
berally without Charity, yer nor to give in ſome 
due proportion, is a certain fign of warit of 'Cha- 
rity, when there wants 'no' ability'to give. 

Give ime leave to obſerve by the way, that what 
I have now ſaid of Charity, is true of all other 
Chriſtian' Graces and Vertues ; that it is the prin- 
ciple;<whith both-miiſt- and will give” laws and 
meaſures to the" extertial as of ſacl Graces and 
Verta&s: As to inftance® ae; preſent only iti the 
AQts of relipibiie worſhip, the thicaſurts 'atid pro: 


portions of iid 6:49 trulh Gifphird#12 nd ng 
by * ws of 'Gtit F 


more derefiifined Ad linhited 
Savisir; that?" thoſe of Charity = 'We are" comms 
manded t6-faft; an 
at the Lord's Table, and to read and rieitite'6f 
cherHoly'Sefiprites, ahdficch' other 4v of Rei. 
on; bur were tier 6614; How ofttei' we thuf fiſt 
and pray-ahd receive the Lord's Stipper, nor How 
ick 6 pri 
vas Devotichs+'orthbugh a1" the publick Vere 
6 Religion inuft be regulated" bY he 'piabtich 
Authority off the Clint; with ' as to rirthic"arid 
i af w; place, 


; and" pray; and ev-cottmunicae 


LIMI 
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place, and other external circumſtances, is the ſa- 
feſt rule ; yet our private Devotions are free, and 
both publick and private Devotions: have a great 
latitude ; and 'thus-as it is in the caſe of Charity, 
ſome men think, they:can never ſpend time enough 
in the-publick and private Exerciſes of Religion ; 
and others think; a-very; little will ſerve the turn, 
and any trifling pretence is ſufficient.to'excuſe them 
from their Cloſers, -or the Church, and eſpecially 
from the Lord's Table. 

And the reſolation of this is the fame, -as in the 
caſe- of Charity ; | We are commanded: to be-de- 
vout Werthippers of Gad; ;and:thenruc ſpirit of De- 
vorion naturally preſcribes the external, meaſures 
and proportions. Devout mirids, who have a true 


 fenle of Gud, and oficheir conftantidependence on 
' him; "That they owe all temporal '\and ſpiritual 
Bleffings ro him, and daily need the pardon of 
their 'Sins, ;the protection of his Bravidence, anil 
the ſupplies ofihis/Grace, will nover fail:cooogfhip 


.\ 


God, whom they inwardly ireverence:and--adote;; 
and as our devout" {eriſe +0f iGatl+ engreales im 
ſtrength and vigour, the external expreſſions of 
devetion'will be/more 'frequent, -more iltvely..and 
affe&ting ;- ' for inature-will exert» iti ſelf, and: will 
exert'it Pifin proportionto-its fhreagth and vigour. 
Bur'to:return, | td 
D 2 3- The 
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' The third ching 1 -propoſed, - I: miuſt ar pre- 
ſent wave; thar where thereas a williog-mind, with Þ 
__ fit proportion, according iro mr abilities}: (which, 2 
if as you have heard, there wilt: be;:iwhere there-is:a © 
| truly willing and charicable; mind )/-whether it be * 
more 'or leſs, that we give, It: j5:equally acceptable * 
to God; + Such' a-'man': 15 :aecepted, according to | 
what herhath; inot according -to-whartthe:hath..not; 
and indeed there. is no great occafioniro inſiſt.on & 
ic; for it is ſelf-evident, that God will not exact 
char from us;;/which we have:not.;/;; 
Only: we muſt obſerve, »thar this does not ex- 
caſe any. man froin'-Chatity} though he.have,no- 
thing *o. give ; he muſt have-/a: willing, charitable 
mind to-make/him': accepted; i nor: Naes is .excule 
thoſen from, Charity, whorhave but, lide) ro give, 
Wh | fori they muſt; give according-co:,what:;thiey hawect 
11 | nor does'it excule thoſe, whorhave migthing, to. give, 
i | from. othes a&ts. of Charicy,; which xtquize the gi 
Ni: | viag angry) anda great-many. ith af&ts-gfi xgal 
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" | ;Chargy'i there-arez /which poar: people:may, do-for 
l [ eachother,” gy _ have: noe A, penny : -1N their 
[; Purle.. 4545 | 

{ 11:Bytir iis time now! to: turn) om Difaurls tothe 


| | = [+ properbuſineſs; of his igrear;Solemaity.. -Publick 4 
./ Charities are always reckoned:amonglt the! greateſt 


Ornaments of any Country, and make up the moſt ; 
lovely J 
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loyely and charming part of their Characters : 
Stately and magnificent Buildings ſhew great art, 
and great riches, and a gallanc and noble genius, 
but great Charities have ſomething divine, | and 
ſtrike the mind with a religious vericratioh. There 
may. be much more magnificent ſhows, than this 
day's proceſſion, but- none which affect wiſe:and 
good men with a fincerer pleaſure : To follow a 
great number of Orphans, in the mean, Sur de- 
cent Dreſs of Charity, finging the praifes of God, 
and praying for their Benefactors, is beyond all the 

oman Triumphs, however adotficd with'z pom- 
pous equipage, and great nithbers "of royal 
{laves. 


Wind gh us with pri bur the miſerable 


of a 1 Fferous Goodneſs "and Avide Clatiyn {tri- 
umplis without blood* and 'fþ ol withouDaves; 
and captives, - unlels redeemed lives? reſcued from 
To Jaws. of... Poverty and all'rhe” ſhgaries” and mai 
Tenigs of a ruined fortune: Fs © to methis? great 
City, "and hn honourable” Wivy hever Jdeoks 
greater than in "this fiumbl& pomp! ?! XK pempinot 


for vanity and oftentarion, = to endear and -re- 
commend 


. 
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22 The Naturrand Meaſure of Charity, 
commend Charity, by ſhewing the viſible and 
bleſſed fruits of it : and to the ſame end, I muſt 
give you an account.of the preſent ſtate of theſe 
publick Charities. 


The REPORT was here Read 


"TJ Hat theſe are all great Charities, I need hot tefl 

| you; indeed all fo great, that it is hard to 
know, to which to give the preference, and what 
occaſion all theſe - Charities have of freſh, ti 
beral, and conſtant ſupplies, the Report acquaints 
'you. 

f But I cannot paſs over one thing I obſerve in 
this Report, and. which, _ I fear, many neceſſitous 
people feel, that there have been ne Urphans taken 
into Chriſt's Hbſpital this Year, nor, as T'remetnber, 
for wo Years laſt paſt. I do not inention this by 
way of:reflexion, as any fault in the adminiſtration 
and government ,, bur to pur you in tmind-, how 
much: that excellent foundation-needs your ſipply; 
and though I do not love- to cortipare Charitie 
they being all of great uſe and neceſſity in 'thi 
kinks ves} chiok his Foimation” has fotnething 
to.plead for ic ſelf beyond any other. 


A hep. 


Yi 
WP 
be ig 
5 
* 
. 
ob 7 T 
'P FJ 
8 
bene 
Wb 
BE: 
by 
72 
FH 
IIS: 
Ws 
RY 
© 
iy 
bo 
FW 
5% 
Sy 
+ 
"2 
Fs 
A 
We 4 
” 
<3 
"i 
* 
3H 
& 
= 


CE IE + 5, Pre Eres; 


"The! Nature and Hoa? of C paring. 


23 


A helpleſs age, deſtitute of friends, and all means: 


of ſupport will plead for'irfelf withour ſaying any 


thing : it is a pitiable ſight* to fee poor innocent 


 Childreh turned helplefs into the wide World to. 


ſtarve, or beg, or teal, ot to ſuffer all imagina- 
ble difficulties and neceffities ar hotne ; without 
education, without governtnent or diſcipline, with- 
6ut being uſed to labour, or taught atly honeſt 
way of living , which, as they grow up, improves 
into a habic of idleneſs, and that bettays them t6- 
all degrees and kitids of wickednefs, trains thent- 
up to'the Gallows, 'or fills our orher Hoſpitals with 
vagrant and mileable _, De 4 
There is nothitig, which all wife Conittion- 
wealths have L__ fibre concertied kx iti thie 


edutation' of ' CHIlfen, which peu fret wee 


p8tt, an gives gitar & Gaſs and 


Key Lony 
verninea, by breeding up uſtfo 
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reaftite” rhitke ſome other Chitities'/ 
full; and it is cettaihily '4 
-_ the rhiſeries of nat id 


This' i" a' Charity, Atheth 
di great Che, &s ho o A Beit 
they andnoothits' Hive a op Sys it.” of a*þpt 
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#324 32 4 #. 
bours, ſhipwra 


ſtrokes of fortune,  which.. no; man'can be ſecured 
from ; Here it is, that families, which are. unex- 
pectedly ruined by the, uncertain chances of trade 
may be railed again by Charity ; at leaſt, by char 
ver:ue and induſtry, which their education teaches 


| them, and thoſe fair advantages, with which ac- 
- cording, .to their ſeveral. capacities they, are placed 


in the world; they have a new Wwpportunity given 
them of crying a better fortune, or rather, a more 
propitious providence. . So that. eyery Citizen 1i 
concerned to: promote, and enlarge |chis Charity, 
becauſe no man knows who ſhall, want. it, .if nor 


# 


nefaGors, if ever they ſhould want, this, 


nate Cicizens; and choſe,op whom provi- 
es why Hr baye Jeen the: Neigh 
kr, by ſuch. 


as 


viſion for-their poſterity, againſt all the: ſudden | 
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as, ng! prudence or condu& could eſcape, -cannor 
make a; more, proper acknowledgment of the di- 


8 ving;goodneſs: than this, 


.-.L-fhalb add bur,one thing. more of this nature. 


L This is the only Charity, which is moſt likely to 


raiſe a fund' of Charity : Among ſuch great num- 
bers; - as haye. their: education in this place, there 
have heen,, and, we. may reaſonably hope there al- 
ways will be, 'not.a few, who will raiſe their for- 
runes in the World, and remember, their be- 
ginning; was Charity. I'm ſure, ſuch men ought 


Z ro.[do. [0;: and then. ſuch an Hoſpital | as this, 


may help to ſupport and enlarge it ſelf, and in 


7 time .raiſe' 'new Hoſpitals, for new Colonies” of 
7 Charity. 


Bur while I plead for Chriſt's Foſpital, I would 


2 not. be thought to divert the whole current of Cha- 
© rity into. this one channel ; as things now are, there 
£ is abſolute _neceſſiry of other Charities : the ſick, 
{ diſcaſed, and maimed; are. great. objects of Charity, 


eſpecially Souldiers and Sea-men, who venture their 


| lives, . and- loſe: their healch and their limbs. in the 


ſervice of their Country, to defend our fortunes, 


| liberties; lives, and religion. There is none of us, 


but would 'think. is a very pogr:tecompence- for the 


f lok of health and-limbs-to'be;ciared upon Charity ; 
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it is certainly the leaſt thar' we can'do for them; 
ſo very lixtle, that if it 'be charity to” do' it, -it is | 
barbarity to deny -it, and that' is'bur a'very ſmall .; 
degree'of charity,” which is but ofie remove from | 
barbarity itſelf. 0 6 Z 
As for other | ſick, and diſeaſed, acd nk peo- | 
ple, who cannor be at the charge of a'Cure; where | 
licknels, diſability, and poverty meet, this makes b 
them* double 'objefts'of charity,” eſpecially y, as'ir 7 
often happens,” when theſe diſabilities fall upon the | 
induſtrious; who before ſupported themſelves and | 
their families by honeſt labours,s/ oa chi. 
peyoon 
/ Nay: 236:for TTY hls ily be 3uſtly choughe F 
the leaſt objects of charity, the wicked and vicious; 
who- reap the deſerved fruits iof theiri own wicked: 7 
neſs,” Iam fare, they are.the objects ofi:the'grearelk Þ 
pity}: becauſe” this life will not 'end/their -milſeries ; | 
and if we can ptolong their 'lives here to; ſave ein : 
ſouls; 'i& will be charity indeed; -and 'whar-effe&the | 
fenſs ofitheir wickednefs' and ' ſufferings; and” the | 2 
Grace of God, may have a_oa them; no! ran-Ean | 
tell. _ ITY Mo 20f': q 
As for diſtrated Perſons, x believe, no man; ks | 
conſiders} what xblefling treaſon and uhderftending | 
is,” and What''a miſery t he wait: of -it is; an "think 7 
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of them without the moſt ſenſible compaſſion : J 
think, all other evils. whatſoever, are to; be cor 
red before. i it; and therefore to reſtore them to their 


: ſenſes again, which we hear by the bleſſing of God 


is ofren done, or however to keep them from do- 
ing themſelves, or. others any injury, and. to.,pre- 
ferve human ' nature fron:that contempt ,/' which 
ſuch” publick ſpectacles expole. it to,..5. a; very Ex- 
eraordinary Charity. 


Now all this ſhews, that a diariable .man need 


| nor be: ar any great Jols, how to: diſpoſe. of | his 


Charity ;' | here care too /many 'very. proper: abjects 
of Charity, ( if God ſo pleaſed }, and we ought 
ro- be | very: thankfult ro God, that we. our felves 
are not in! 'the oper, for. 1 1s. 000." a 0 
4, ithan-t0' receive; - 2 0 99.144 
\ Bur then the' "greav' "numbers. of ariſen peo- | 
ho 3 in ſeverat- kinds. wane-our Charity, is 2 
wy powerfull Argumen. 1O-' greater hboralzey and 
bounty, For this Irmaſt add: xo (hakiar I, dhave at- 
moady: ſaid" concerningsthe.cheaſaces and | proports 
ons'of Charity | ; (char 22cruty) charicable mind :will 
efiercife'ws'pr ron accordivig: ro preſent: wants; 
willl * ora abeldde da w—_—_ dk xonve- 
nies life co fupply:o reac: aud. picking mecell} 
riss 5 j" for 4 great love #_- qa only ſpaze;' what 
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Examples;' and though true virtue is void 


i eaſily can, but when there is great reaſon for 


it, witk-deny it {clf ro. do good. |  - 


And here I intended | to haye-irepreſented eo | 
you our Apoſtles arguments for, a: liberal ;and | 
bountifull Charity : -bur;z;-I fear, I have already | 
roo much treſpaſſed;; and: where there is-a, willing | 
mind, ſo many and'ſo great objects of Chariry, | 
are themſelves very preſſing. arguments... And * 
therefore as the Apoſtle endeavours to. |infpire his | 
Corinthians with an holy. Emulation, of the | zeal | 
and forwardneſs: of the Churches of Macedonia, © 
how that in a great trial of affliction, the abun- | 
dance of their joy, and their deep. poverty, abounded | 
unto the riches of their liberality 3; : fo I ſhall only de- 3 
fire you to emulate the great Examples of paſt 
and preſent times, . and that you would - ſet as * 
great Examples for times to come... It any-thing | 
deſerves. our emulation, :great- and generous Cha- 
ritics do, which :are. a relemblance and imuation | 
of [the divine goodnelſs,- than which nothing ;,can | 
more :endear us to God or Man ; | We' owe, all 
OUr.. prefſenc i« foundations: £0; Royab; Bounty. and ; 
private Charities ;/ arid thanks be' ra-Gad,;;oiur pre- | 
ſenc; age, as-bad as. it is, is not;withouti ſyme.greac | 
of the 
: pride, ! 
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pride, and vanity ;-- and'\envy, and: jealouſies' of 
carchly Rivals, yet:it; fixes; at grear Examples, ..and 
is aſhamed -toi be our-done, by Equals in 'ilaye 
ro':'' God! or: Men ; -1Eſpecially! when, the honour 
of the Church, whereof chey are'members, 
and the Religion, which they profeſs, is con- 
cerned. 

Ir is well known, how many pious and chari- 
table foundations are owing to Popiſh ſuperſti. 
tion; they hoped to expiate their ſins, and to. 
merit heaven by their good works, and" in this. 
hope, and this perſwaſion, they did a very great 
many. We underſtand better than to think of, 
meriting any thing of God, much lefs of purcha- 
fing a liberty of finning, by Acts of Charity ; but 
if thoſe great, rewards, , which axe promiſed to. 
Charity, and "which we profes to believe, will 
not make us charitable , wichout the opinion of 
merit and fatisfation z Charity is fo great and 
excellent a vertue, and Ao very uſefull to man- 
kind, that at leaſt thus far Popery will be 
thought the better Religion ; and therefore as: the: 
-Apoftle argues, 4s ye abound im every. thing , 'in: 
faith, and utterance, and knowledge, - and. all. dil- 
gence, and in your love to us, ſee that ye abound in 
this grace alſo: As we have a more orthodox. 


faith, 
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Hick, '# clearer /and/viſtin&er knowledge, and: 3 
plifer:*worſhip; an the -Chureh ol, Roms, \ let: us 
ex8lll 4h Ohaity 1d0/4nd' convince ther: World, 
$420 tote Poperyy Lis : not-[To) renaunge 
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